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MORGANTOWN AREA PARTNERSHIP

Morgantown adapting in a ‘year of transition’

BY EVA MURPHY
DPNews@DominionPost.com

So far, 2025 has been defined by 
change. New leadership at the city, 
state and national level, not to mention 
the advent of  a new president at WVU, 
thrusts Morgantown into a milieu of  
many unknowns but also a position of  
great potential. The Morgantown Area 
Partnership is working to ensure that 
economic progress continues to gain 
steam during this unprecedented time. 

“We call this the year of  transition,” 
said Russ Rogerson, President and 
CEO of  the Partnership. “It’s import-
ant for us as a community and as an 
organization to stay on top of  these 
transitions, making sure that our com-
munity’s message, interests and needs 
are being communicated clearly to the 
incoming leaders.”

The Morgantown Area Partnership 
is a collaboration of  public and pri-
vate organizations with a mission to 
support economic development in the 
region. Over the past year, Rogerson 
noted, much of  the partnership’s work 
has focused on laying a solid founda-
tion for long-term growth.

Infrastructure like road upgrades 
and walkability improvements com-
plements site preparation at key de-
velopment locations like the Morgan-
town Industrial Park and the East End 
Development along Richwood Avenue, 
which is expected to realize its first 
land sale later this year. 

“That will be a big step in the right 
direction for this project,” Rogerson 
shared. 

The East End village is expected to 
host mixed-use development proper-
ties with retail suites, amenities and 
over 300 market-rate apartments that 
could contribute to alleviating the 
housing shortage in the area. The proj-
ect is expected to be completed in the 
next 3 to 5 years.

The Industrial Park welcomed 
a significant addition in 2024: a 
350,000-square-foot operations and 

maintenance facility for medical ware-
housing and light manufacturing. Rog-
erson said this was the largest project 
of  its kind in the region and its comple-
tion shows the potential future trajec-
tory of  local development.

The Partnership also lends its ef-
forts to strategic planning, prioritiz-
ing areas like Beechhurst Avenue and 
High Street. The Partnership partici-
pated in the Morgantown Monongalia 
Metropolitan Planning Organization’s 
Microsimulation Study in 2024, which 
provided insights on reimagining 
streetscapes, improving walkability 
and attracting new investment. 

Rogerson pointed out that in a shift-
ing economy, it’s not enough for busi-
nesses to keep doing what they’ve al-
ways done. 

“We’re constantly trying to keep 
companies updated and informed and 
offer opportunities to improve their 
business so they become more compet-
itive,” he said. 

That includes helping businesses 
navigate workforce shortages, one of  
the most significant challenges em-
ployers face today. The Partnership 
offers job posting platforms, real es-
tate tools for site selection, and assis-
tance navigating programs like Build 
WV, a housing incentive passed in the 
2022 Legislative Session that offers tax 
savings on construction materials for 
qualifying developments.

“Our mantra is collaboration,” said 
Rogerson. “We work, problem-solve 
and come up with solutions together so 
we can do more as a community.”

Through all of  the changes that have 
been visited upon the community in 
recent years, Rogerson said the key has 
been cooperation. 

“We haven’t slowed down during 
these transitions,” Rogerson contin-
ued. “We have maintained the level 
of  service we have given to the region 
for 20 years, and we will continue to 
grow and develop to meet changing 
needs.” 

New leadership challenged to tackle planning, economic growth, workforce shortages

MetroCreative
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Inspired to improve health care in our communities, CAMC, Davis and Mon Health Systems now comprise one 
health care system named Vandalia Health. Focused on providing high quality, accessible, affordable care, 
we’re investing in our communities and state through:

+   Technology – Including the expansion of state-of-the-art imaging services, minimally-invasive robotic surgery and 
telemedicine services.

+   Research – 300+ active research studies and dozens of industry-sponsored clinical trials, providing local access 
to groundbreaking medical therapies that could enhance treatment options and improve quality of care.

+   Education & Training – Offering more than 20 residency and fellowship programs and the most advanced 
simulation technology, training some of the brightest minds in medicine so patients receive the best care close 
to home, now and in the future.

+   Infrastructure – Building new facilities and hospitals, including a Neurosciences Institute in Charleston, new 
hospitals in Harrison and Lewis counties, and a physician office building in Ronceverte to house new specialists 
and primary care providers.

+   People – Employing 2,000+ providers, 13,000 employees and recruiting more specialists and sub-specialists 
to the Mountain State.

1. CAMC Memorial Hospital

2. CAMC General Hospital

3. CAMC Women and Children’s Hospital

4. CAMC Charleston Surgical Hospital

5. CAMC Teays Valley Hospital

6. CAMC Greenbrier Valley Medical Center

7. CAMC Plateau Medical Center

8. Mon Health Medical Center

9. Mon Health Marion Neighborhood Hospital

10. Mon Health Preston Memorial Hospital

11.  Mon Health Stonewall Jackson Memorial Hospital

12.  Davis Medical Center

13. Broaddus Hospital

14.  Webster Memorial Hospital

15.  Grafton City Hospital, affiliate
16.  Highland-Clarksburg Hospital, affiliate
17.  Minnie Hamilton Health System, affiliate

MDMD

PAPA

VAVA

OHOH

Outpatient locations

Telemedicine Centers

Mobile medical stops

Ambulatory Locations in West 
Virginia, Virginia, Maryland, 
Ohio and Pennsylvania

220+

VandaliaHealth.org

Our Mission:
To enhance the health

of our communities through
clinical excellence,one person at a time.
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ABANDONED MINE LANDS GRANT

Preston County EDA awarded nearly $4M

DPNews@DominionPost.com

KINGWOOD — Preston 
County is ready to breathe 
new life into an old property. 

The Preston County Econom-
ic Development Authority has 
been awarded a $3.95-million 
Abandoned Mine Lands Eco-
nomic Revitalization grant by 
the West Virginia Department 
of  Environmental Protection 
to support the redevelopment 
of  the former TAZ Sawmill site 
near Bruceton Mills. 

This major investment will 
not only revitalize a dor-
mant industrial property in a 
prime location, but also pave 
the way for future business 

growth in the region.
The project includes the 

purchase of  the 43-acre for-
mer TAZ Sawmill property 
currently owned by Spirit Ser-
vices — located just 1.5 miles 
from the Interstate 68 Hazelton 
exit — and an approximately 
12,000 square-foot building. 
Plans also call for the exten-
sion of  sanitary sewer and 
natural gas infrastructure to 
the site, two critical utilities 
needed to make the property 
development-ready. 

The site is located near the 
Northpointe Business & In-
dustry Park and Pointe Plaza, 
two key commercial assets al-
ready owned and managed by 

the PCEDA.
“This is a transformational 

project for Preston County,” 
said Robbie Baylor, executive 
director of  the PCEDA. “The 
redevelopment of  abandoned 
mine lands into usable proper-
ty for economic development 
is exactly the kind of  invest-
ment we need to attract new 
businesses and support local 
job creation.” 

The AMLER program, fund-
ed by the federal government 
and administered by the DEP, 
is designed to revitalize for-
mer coal-impacted sites by 
putting them back into pro-
ductive use. In a county with 
a legacy of  coal and timber, 

projects like the TAZ site rede-
velopment serve the dual pur-
pose of  environmental resto-
ration and economic renewal.

The PCEDA views the TAZ 
site as a key strategic location 
for future business develop-
ment, particularly given its 
visibility and proximity to 
I-68. With available land near 
the interstate with all utili-
ties difficult to find in Preston 
County, this site adds valu-
able inventory to the author-
ity’s portfolio and enhances 
the region’s competitiveness 
for attracting manufacturers, 
logistics providers and other 
commercial enterprises. 

“We know that when a com-

pany is looking to expand or 
relocate, they want a site that is 
ready to go — flat land, utility 
access and highway connectiv-
ity,” Baylor added. “This invest-
ment checks all those boxes and 
positions us well for the next 
generation of  job opportunities 
in Preston County.” 

The PCEDA expects that 
once infrastructure improve-
ments are complete, the site 
will be actively marketed to 
potential employers seek-
ing a strategic location in 
north-central West Virginia. 

For more information on 
this project or PCEDA’s busi-
ness development efforts, visit 
www.prestonwv.com.

Submitted photo

A $3.95-million Abandoned Mine Lands grant will be used to prepare the former TAZ Sawmill site in northern Preston County for new development.

Former TAZ Sawmill redevelopment on tap
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NMLS#
458729

www.fgm.bank
First Greene Mortgage Corporation, dba First Greene Mortgage, is a wholly owned subsidiary of First Federal Savings and Loan Association of Greene County.

Find your place in the sun Find your place in the sun 
for fun!for fun!

Dreaming of a backyard refresh this summer? Leverage 
your existing home equity, or ask about a home 
improvement or construction loan from First Greene 
Mortgage. We’ll help you dive in to any new project: 
a swimming pool, patio, outdoor kitchen, even a new 
driveway or garage. Whatever floats your boat. Visit one 
of our Loan Officers, or apply anytime online!MORGANTOWN•BRIDGEPORT

Morgantown making progress 
on the projects that will impact the 
community for coming generations

Lasting 
legacy

MORGANTOWN

BY BEN CONLEY
Bconley@dominionpost.com

You could call them legacy 
projects.

They’re not the kind of  initia-
tives that are completed over a 
summer and help pedestrians  
access the neighborhood park, 
or increase the energy efficien-
cy in public buildings — import-
ant as those things are.

These are projects that stretch 
over years, and, hopefully, have 
impacts on the community 
that stretch into generations to 
come.

There are two such projects 
underway currently in the city 
of  Morgantown.

Less than a year ago, there 
were nearly 60 old houses 
spread across a hillside a short 
walk from downtown Morgan-
town.

For years, the homes had been 
rented a bedroom at a time by 
owner James Giuliani, who en-
visioned one day making the en-
tire 10-plus acre tract the site of  
a massive redevelopment project 
adjacent to the city center and 
WVU’s downtown campus.

In 2020, Giuliani sold the land 
and houses to the Monongalia 
County Development Authority 
for $11.8 million.

Now, new grass grows on the 
hillside along Richwood Ave-
nue, and the MCDA and master 
developer Dave Biafora are put-
ting together the vision for what 
will be East End Village.

According to “final prelim-
inary designs” shared earlier 
this year, the finished product 
will include more than 300 mar-
ket-rate apartments and other 
housing options (condos, town-
homes) sitting over retail suites 
and interspersed with stand-
alone components like a grocery 

store, boutique hotel and others.
Biafora has said he expects 

the development to bring in 
somewhere in the range of  $115 
million in direct investment 
and likely closer to $200 million 
when accounting for the eco-
nomic impact to the surround-
ing community.

Russ Rogerson, representing 
MCDA, said he expects the first 
structures to start going up in 
2026 and the entire project to 
be completely built out within 
three to five years.

Less visible than Richwood, 
but no less critical to the city’s 
future, is the ongoing runway 
extension project at the Mor-
gantown Municipal Airport.

The city recently moved just 
over $10 million in federal and 
state grant dollars in place for 

phase four of  the work to add 
1,001 feet to the city’s runway.

That work, awarded to Cast 
& Baker out of  Canonsburg, 
Pa., for $9,122,000 in September, 
is currently underway and in-
cludes the culverting of  the un-
named tributary that runs into 
Wolfe Run Creek.

The city has also opened bids 
ranging from $6.7 million to 
$10.7 million were opened for 
phase five of  the work, which 
will entail the construction of  
a retaining wall and the start of  
work on an embankment.

While planning and invest-
ment in the runway extension 
began more than 15 years ago, 
actual construction started in 
March 2021. 

Since then, just over $29.4 
million in federal and local dol-

lars have been awarded. Of  that 
amount, $4 million went into 
planning and environmental 
analysis and the rest has gone 
into construction. 

All told, the city is currently 
estimating an overall cost of  $62 
million and a completion time-
line as early as 2028 or as late as 
2030 depending on the flow of  
funding. 

The runway project has long 
been touted as potentially being 
the most important capital im-
provement ever undertaken by 
the city.

While it may not be consid-
ered a legacy project — and it’s 
certainly not to the scale of  the 
East End Development or run-
way extension – talk of  the Wal-
nut Street Streetscape project 
currently underway downtown 

began more than a decade ago.
It ended up being a tough nut 

to crack.
The city spent $143,150 in 2014 

on an engineering contract to 
get an understanding of  just 
how much the old vaults that 
run beneath the street’s side-
walks would complicate things. 

But one delay ran into anoth-
er, and, for whatever reason, the 
project never got started.

That changed in February, 
when Blue Gold Development 
showed up In February.

The Walnut Street work will 
run between Spruce Street 
and High Street for a cost of  
$1,203,349.

The recently completed Pleas-
ant Street streetscape only cost 
about $200,000 more despite be-
ing more than twice the length 
— from University Avenue to 
Spruce Street.

West Virginia Division of  
Highways Regional Construc-
tion Engineer Jason Nelson ex-
plained why.

“There is extensive lighting 
work to be performed. Also, the 
asphalt overlay in this case is a 
full overlay — curb to curb, as 
compared to partial overlays on 
Pleasant. One of  the major is-
sues to be addressed in this proj-
ect, which was minimal on the 
Pleasant Street project, is that 
there are eight vaulted areas 
that exist under the sidewalk. 
These areas extend out from the 
basements of  adjacent build-
ings. Some will be reinforced 
and allowed to remain in use, 
while others will be backfilled 
and sealed off. This work has 
added a significant cost to the 
project,” Nelson said.

The Walnut Street project is 
expected to be completed in late 
summer.

Ben Powell/The Dominion Post

Morgantown is a blend of new and classic buildings, university facilities and commercial operations, 
homes and parks. 
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Don’t Decorate the D� t!

Susan D. Brown,
Owner Like us on           /cleaningserviceswv

everydaycleaningservices.useverydaycleaningservices.us

• Weekly & Bi-Weekly Services
• 39 Years Experience
• Locally Owned and Operated

Call or Text
304.694.8498

FREE Paper Shredding Event
October 11, 2025

9:00 am – 12:00 pm

The Monongalia County SWA is partnering with
PACE Shredding for our Fall Paper Shred Event! They

tell us they plan to have plenty of Beehive Cafe
chocolate chip cookies for the event.

Plan ahead! Bring your sensitive documents to shred
and recycle and get a delicious cookie when you do!

PACE Enterprises
889 Mylan Park Ln

For more information
Monongalia County Solid Waste Authority

304-292-3801
moncountyswa@gmail.com
monongaliacountyswa.com

BY BEN CONLEY
BConley@DominionPost.com

The town of  Granville has a 
land area of  just over 1.3 square 
miles and a population of  just 
over 2,500 residents.

You’d be hard pressed to find 
a municipality of  that size any-
where else in West Virginia 
with as much on offer as Gran-
ville, the self-proclaimed “Small 
town with big fun.”

That claim is supported by 
the amount of  lodging taxes 
pulled in by the town each year.

In overly simple terms, a lodg-
ing tax — sometimes called a 
hotel/motel tax — is up to 6% of  
the cost of  a hotel room, Airb-
nb, etc. Those taxes are split 
between the local taxing body 
– either the county or a munic-
ipality – and the area’s conven-
tion and visitor’s bureau. The 
funds that go to local govern-
ment are restricted to recre-
ation and tourism-related uses.

In Granville’s case, the town 
has three hotels and anticipates 
receiving $600,000 in lodging 
taxes in the next fiscal year.

In comparison, the city of  
Morgantown is a little over 12 
times the size of  Granville in 
terms of  population, has about 
$1.2 million in lodging taxes as 
part of  its current budget.

Granville Mayor Patty Lewis 
said the town has two signifi-
cant recreation projects in mind 
for some of  those funds.

The first will address long-
standing issues with drainage 
in and around the parking lot 
that serves the town’s ballfields, 
located off  Dents Run Boule-
vard on Dave Bean Circle.

The town council approved a 
$298,789.64 bid from Anderson 
Excavating for the work. 

Lewis said the cost will be di-
vided between the town’s lodg-
ing tax account and general 

fund because the lot is also uti-
lized by the town’s neighboring 
public works facility.

Further, the town has be-
gun investing in what it hopes 
will be a multi-year project to 
significantly improve its boat 
docks and riverfront access.

Named for one of  the town’s 
founders, Felix Scott Landing 
has become a major focus as the 
town looks to improve its con-
nection to Monongahela River.

“We’re doing some additional 

work down there now to make 
the docks more accessible and a 
little bit easier to get to for folks 
who want to go fishing. Then 
we’re going to pave part of  that 
parking lot as well this summer 
for trucks and trailers putting 
boats in the river,” Lewis said.

Lewis said there currently 
isn’t an overall budget for the 
riverfront project. Funding is 
being pulled from hotel/motel 
taxes as the town is able to com-
plete the work.

Moving beyond recreation, 
another recent development 
that promises to have a signifi-
cant impact on the town’s future 
pertains to Home Rule.

Lewis said the town received 
word on April 22 that its ap-
plication to the West Virginia 
Home Rule program had been 
accepted.

Home Rule began as a four-
city pilot program in 2007 with 
the goal of  giving the state’s mu-
nicipalities freedom within the 

law to tackle unique challenges. 
As of  2019, Home Rule is a 

permanent program with more 
than 60 cities enrolled, includ-
ing Morgantown and Westover, 
both of  which utilized it to en-
act municipal sales taxes.

And that’s just what Granville 
intends to do.

Lewis said the town’s legal 
counsel is developing an ordi-
nance to enact the tax, which is 
expected to generate just over 
$4.4 million.

GRANVILLE

Recreation amenities, Home Rule at top of list
Community balances being a small town and a center of Monongalia County retail

Ron Rittenhouse/The Dominion Post

Parts of Granville resemble many of the small towns in the region, but not far away from the town’s honor roll is the University Town Center, 
one of the major retail locations in Monongalia County. 
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invites you to attend the 17th annual Girls’ Night Out:
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Questions?
304-598-0344

tshultz@moncocac.org
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ROARING ‘20s

Monongalia County
Child Advocacy Center

Services:
• Psychiatric Evaluation

• Medication Management
• Individual, Couples & Family Therapy

• Genesight Testing
• Drug & Alcohol Counseling

• Vivitrol Therapy
• EMDR

All services provided via Telehealth or In-Person 
(Injections and drug screens done in offi ce on Mondays, Tuesdays & Thursdays) 

Insurance: 
Aetna, BCBS, Cigna, Humana, Medicare,

 PEIA/UMR, The Health Plan, Tricare, UMWA 
*PSIMED does not accept Medicaid

Providing High Quality, Comprehensive 
Mental Health Services to 

North Central West Virginia 

1111 Van Voorhis Road, Suite J 
Morgantown, WV 26505 

304.212.5526 or 
text 304-212-5526 ‘Self Referral’ 

www.psimedinc.com 
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PSIMED Morgantown 
is dedicated to providing a comprehensive, 

high quality mental wellness awareness 
experience for individuals, couples and families. 
Our providers offer a blend of personalized care, 

treatment and education. 
We serve individuals across the lifespan and 

do so in a warm and comfortable atmosphere.

Business owners, The Dominion Post wants to 
know what’s happening with your business.

Email business briefs to  
DPNews@DominionPost.com.

BY BEN CONLEY
Bconley@dominionpost.com

As a town that finds it-
self  situated on the side 
of  a hill — between a larg-
er urban area at the top 
and a river at the bottom 
— Star City has seen its 
fair share of  stormwater.

During the historic, 
back-to-back downpours 
in the summer of  2021, it’s 
safe to say the town saw 
more than its fair share as 
its Fenwick Street became 
the path of  least resistance 
for runoff  from about 60 
acres of  neighborhood de-
velopment located largely 
in the city of  Morgantown 
and a strip of  county land 

between Morgantown and 
Star City known as “no-
man’s land.”

In late 2023, Star City of-
ficials told the Monongalia 
County Commission they 
would likely need about 
$8.5 million to upgrade its 
stormwater facilities.

Now the town’s decided 
to forego the fundraising 
and call in the experts.

During a special meet-
ing earlier this month, 
Star City Town Council 
approved agreements that 
will hand ownership of  all 
water and sewer lines and 
facilities, as well as man-
agement of  the town’s 
stormwater system, over 
to the Morgantown Utili-
ty Board.

It’s anticipated MUB 
will approve the agree-
ment at its May meeting 
before sending it off  to be 
reviewed by the West Vir-
ginia Public Service Com-
mission.

“This really is some-
thing that’s been talked 
about over the years, but 
we just never moved for-
ward with it. Star City, 
due to the small size of  the 
town, we’re just not able to 
generate sufficient reve-
nue to finance significant 
water, sewer and storm-
water capital projects,” 
Star City Mayor Sharon 
Doyle said. “Surface water 
comes down into Star City 

from uphill, so we have sig-
nificant stormwater chal-
lenges. We’re smack in the 
middle.”

Star City follows the 
city of  Westover, which 
had a similar arrange-
ment with MUB approved 
by the West Virginia Pub-
lic Service Commission in 
October. 

The Westover acquisi-
tion will be finalized once 
the city’s Holland Avenue 
and pump station projects 
are complete.

As for Star City, the 
town has 945 sewer cus-
tomers and 17 miles of  
gravity sewer lines. Its 
system generates $428,000 
in gross annual revenue. 
MUB treats all flows out 
of  the Star City at its riv-
erside treatment facility, 
which is located in the 
town.

MUB is the lone treated 
water provider for Star 
City’s 945 water custom-
ers. The water is delivered 
through 10.5 miles of  wa-
ter main. Water sales gen-
erate a gross annual reve-
nue of  about $493,000.

If  ultimately finalized 
and approved through 
the WVPSC, the arrange-
ment would see MUB take 
complete ownership of  all 
water and sewer lines and 
facilities. 

There are 877 customers 
in Star City’s MS4 — mu-

nicipal separate storm 
sewer system.

As the state set up 
stormwater management 
as a municipal public 
work, and not a public util-
ity, MUB and Star City will 
enter into an operations 
and management agree-
ment that will make MUB 
the operational agent for 
the town’s stormwater 
system.

Star City’s utilities are 
debt free. The takeover 
will not require any cash 
to change hands.

But water isn’t the only 
thing running through 
Star City – University Av-
enue does as well – right 
through the heart of  the 
town. 

Doyle said the town’s 
leadership is making in-
roads with the West Vir-
ginia Division of  High-
ways at the district level 
with the hope of  keeping 
the state-maintained thor-
oughfare in better condi-
tion.

“We’ve been working 
with our district — Joe 
[Pernell] who’s assigned 
to our district now. He’s 
aware of  the importance 
of  that road. It needs 
attention,” Doyle said. 
“We’re just hoping that 
the powers that be can 
give recognition here and 
keep that paved and pre-
sentable.”

“THIS REALLY IS SOMETHING THAT’S BEEN TALKED ABOUT 
OVER THE YEARS, BUT WE JUST NEVER MOVED FORWARD WITH 

IT ... SURFACE WATER COMES DOWN INTO STAR CITY FROM 
UPHILL, SO WE HAVE SIGNIFICANT STORMWATER CHALLENGES. 

WE’RE SMACK IN THE MIDDLE”
MAYOR SHARON DOYLE

Getting help with stormwater
Star City, MUB progressing with transfer of sewer system

STAR CITY

Ron Rittenhouse/The Dominion Post

Star City has the disadvantage of being located at the bottom of a hill, and has had to face heavy stormwater over 
the years.

WESTOVER
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Disc� �  The Sh� pes at Seneca Center!
SENECA CENTER • 709 BEECHURST AVE., MORGANTOWN

Minutes from the Coliseum • Free Parking

Catering • Platters
Take-Out • Tea Tastings

Specialty Events 
Princess Tea Parties

Adult Tea Parties

Gourmet Sandwiches
Fresh Salads • Quiche of the Day

Homemade Soups
Fresh Baked Scones

(with Lemon Curd & Devonshire Cream)
Fresh-baked, bite-sized sweets

Over 230 Loose Teas • Teaware & Accessories • Giftware

LUNCH SERVED ALL DAY TEA SERVICES

Best Sandwich
& Best
Dining Service

709 Beechurst Ave., Suite 23, Morgantown
304-413-0890 | Tues.-Fri. 10-4 • Sat. 9-4 • Sun. 11-3

www.TheTeaShoppeWV.com

Voted

Wine &
Prosecco

by the glass
Ask about

our special

mimosas!our special

mimosas!

Fresh Salads • Quiche of the Dayby the glass

The Thymes®

Jack Black®

Caswell-Massey®

Aromatique®

Upper Canada Soap &
Candle Makers

European Soaps, LLC

Everyday Luxury
Beautiful gifts for

Bath, Body & Home
Call ahead ordering 

Free gift bag with gift purchase
Shipping Services available

The Soap Opera is a truly unique retail shop, located in historic Seneca 
Center for more than twenty years. We offer a wide variety of luxurious 
bath and body products, accessories, candles and home fragrances. 

Our knowledgeable staff will assist you in selecting products for yourself or 
for that special someone. A beautiful, yet practical gift bag or gift basket 
� lled with luxurious body, bath or home fragrances is always appropriate. 

Pamper yourself with specialty products from nationally and 
internationally recognized/respected companies.

Hours: Tuesday – Saturday, 10am – 4pm
Seneca Center • 709 Beechurst Ave., Morgantown • 304-292-1211

•
•

•

BY BEN CONLEY
Bconley@dominionpost.com

You’d likely have to go back 
at least three years to find a 
Progress feature on the city of  
Westover that didn’t mention 
Holland Avenue.

Clearly, this one will not buck 
that recent trend.

But unlike years prior, this 
story isn’t about what’s being 
done behind the scenes to line 
up financing and nail down the 
logistics for the much-needed 
project.

The progress being made 
now is visible for all to see.

As of  this writing, Blue Gold 
Development is 49 days into 
what’s expected to be a 90-day 
construction window that will 
stretch into mid-June, if  weath-
er cooperates and all goes ac-
cording to plan.

Blue Gold Development was 
awarded the Holland Avenue 
contract for $2,958,025 in Sep-
tember.

Discussions of  the Holland 
Avenue project began in early 
2021 after years of  frustration 
over the condition of  the road.

A state-maintained route 
that runs through the heart of  
the city, the West Virginia Di-
vision of  Highways has been 
reluctant to invest significantly 
in the road over the years due 
to the impact of  broken down 
city infrastructure that runs 
beneath it.

The work will replace ap-
proximately 2,800 feet of  grav-
ity sewer line and 3,000 feet of  
storm sewer line beneath the 
road’s surface. It also included 
the replacement of  the retain-
ing wall that runs along the 
road’s lower section, which was 
the first phase of  the project 
completed.

Around the time Holland 
Avenue is wrapping up, it’s ex-
pected work will be ramping 

up on its sister project – the 
replacement of  the Dunkard 
Avenue lift station that serves 
as the heart of  the city’s san-
itary sewer system, pumping 
flows from Westover beneath 
the Monongahela River to meet 
up with the wider Morgantown 
Utility Board system.

Green River Group was 
awarded a $2,958,025 contract to 
do the work.

In addition to a new pump 
station, the project will include 
500 feet of  sanitary sewer line 

and 500 feet of  force main 
Looking down the road a bit, 

the city is eager to hear what 
the DOH has planned for U.S 19 
corridor, which runs through 
the heart of  Westover as Fair-
mont Road and the aforemen-
tioned Holland Avenue.

The city found out earlier 
this year that a highly request-
ed sidewalk project along Fair-
mont Road was being delayed at 
least a year as the DOH wanted 
to take a more holistic approach 
to the entire thoroughfare.

One of  three federal RAISE 
(Rebuilding American Infra-
structure with Sustainability 
and Equity) grants provided to 
the WVDOH a was a little over 
$1.2 million for this planning 
study. Projects in Charleston 
and Beckley were also selected 
for funding.

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Transportation, “The 
project will improve the safety 
of  the U.S. 19 corridor for pe-
destrians, bicyclists and mo-
torists. The corridor currently 

poses a range of  safety risks, 
which will be addressed with a 
combination of  new sidewalks, 
repaired sidewalks, bike lanes 
and enhanced traffic manage-
ment.”

The local Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization agrees it’s 
a priority. It listed the corridor 
as a Tier 1 project as part of  the 
2022 update to its Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan. At that 
time, the cost of  the needed up-
grades was estimated at $13.3 
million.

But what’s a nice road or 
sidewalk, if  you don’t have a 
destination?

According to a recent sub-
mission to U.S. Sens. Jim Jus-
tice and Shelley Moore Capito, 
the city of  Westover is interest-
ed in highlighting its connec-
tion to the Monongahela River 
to create just that.

The city is seeking fund-
ing for a railway streetscape 
project aimed at significantly 
enhancing the economic, en-
vironmental and public safety 
landscape for the Monongahela 
River corridor.

According to the grant appli-
cation, the funds would be used 
to improve railroad crossing 
safety, storm drainage and road 
pacing, and pedestrian access 
and lighting enhancements.

“These improvements will 
revitalize a key riverfront are 
adjacent to downtown Morgan-
town, encouraging increased 
pedestrian traffic across the 
Westover Bridge, fostering 
economic development, and 
improving livability for resi-
dents. The recent opening of  
new businesses such as a brew-
ery and a golf-themed attrac-
tion is a testament to the area’s 
growth potential. Enhancing 
infrastructure along Long 
Street will support these de-
velopments and attract further 
private investment.”

WESTOVER

Holland Avenue remains atop the checklist
Westover looking for major infrastructure upgrades, including railway streetscape

The Dominion Post

The Holland Avenue project to replace sewer lines and a retaining wall is expected to be completed in 
mid-June.
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304-379-3000 
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Mark C. Spear, Licensee Mark C. Spear, Licensee 
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Judging a book by its cover
BY EVA MURPHY
DPNews@DominionPost.com

The book industry is not immune 
from modern pressures to be fast, 
frictionless and maybe a bit imper-
sonal. It may be surprising, then, 
that Morgantown is home to three 
independent bookshops that en-
courage a different approach. Ac-
cording to Consumer Culture The-
ory, consumption patterns reflect 
social values, identity and culture. 

“Every time you spend money, 
you’re casting a vote for the kind 
of  world you want,” wrote author 
Anna Lappé. Morgantown seems to 
be voting for literacy, community 
connection and a more reflective 
pace of  life.

Newcomer Strange Light Coffee 
& Books opened at 304 Willey Street 
this spring. Owner Morgaine Sand-

ers, originally from California, fell 
in love with Morgantown and saw 
it as the perfect place to open a 
used bookstore to rival the one in 
her hometown that inspired her as 
a child. 

“I love a used bookstore because 
it is a very cozy thing to come into,” 
she said. “And pre-loved books that 
have been passed from person to 
person have unique stories to tell.”

Sanders is focused on building 
something sustainable, not just for 
herself  but for the readers around 
her. 

“I want the bookshop to reflect 
the students and people here,” she 
said. 

Her store accepts donations in 
exchange for store credit, a system 
she hopes will help circulate aca-
demic texts and fiction alike among 
students and town residents. 

Strange Light also offers a commu-
nity room for rent for $10 per hour 
for events like game nights, book 
club meetings and study groups.

Strange Light’s business model 
demonstrates an underlying value 
system that supports access, sec-
ond-hand markets and face-to-face 
connections.

Not far away, Monkey Wrench 
Books on High Street has worked 
towards a complementary vision 
since it launched in 2024. Founded 
by activist Lindsey Jacobs, Mon-
key Wrench combines bookselling 
with a social mission. Jacobs has 
worked tirelessly to improve the 
lives of  Morgantown’s most vul-
nerable residents, and her shop’s 
curated collection of  books on en-
vironmentalism, social justice and 
local interests further supports the 
wellbeing of  the community.

Morgantown supports three independent bookshops
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Serving Farmers Since 1955

See dealer for details.

Fork Ridge Rd. • Glen Easton, WV
304-281-5112 • 304-686-2525 • 304-845-1525 
Mon.-Fri.  8am-5pm Sat. 8am-12pm. Evenings by Appt. 

www.knightsfarmsupply.com

Judging a book by its cover
Monkey Wrench serves as a commu-

nity hub, and not just because of  the ful-
ly stocked, accessible coffee bar. Open 
Mic Night, held on the first and third 
Tuesdays of  the month, showcases the 
talent of  local musicians, poets, authors 
and storytellers. Craft nights, readings 
and dramatic performances give art-
ists and makers a platform to share 
their gifts. More than just a place to buy 
books, Monkey Wrench encourages dia-
logue, civic engagement and grassroots 
literacy.

Then there’s Pinocchio’s Books 
& Toys, a long-time resident of  the 
downtown scene that recently moved 
to University Avenue in Star City. 
Known for its expertly chosen collec-
tion of  books, educational toys and 
games, Pinocchio’s has been quietly 
nurturing early literacy for decades, 
weathering many economic storms 
that caused other small businesses to 

shutter. Its enduring presence speaks 
volumes about not only the shop itself  
but the community that has continued 
supporting it over the years.

What unites all of  these establish-
ments, other than selling books, of  
course, is that they defy assumptions. 
While the modern world seems to dis-
courage such endeavors, Morgantown’s 
oldest independent bookshop has perse-
vered and continued to thrive through 
downturns, recessions and pandemics. 
And the opening of  two more in the last 
year suggests a growing desire in Mor-
gantown for spaces that foster conver-
sation and engagement. It signals a cul-
ture that values the shared experience 
of  reading. Progress, in this case, isn’t 
an algorithm or automation. It’s slower, 
more intimate and a little analog. One 
town supporting three independent 
bookshops exhibits the most remark-
able type of  progress.

“I LOVE A USED BOOKSTORE BECAUSE IT IS A VERY COZY 
THING TO COME INTO, AND PRE-LOVED BOOKS THAT HAVE 

BEEN PASSED FROM PERSON TO PERSON HAVE UNIQUE STORIES 
TO TELL.”

MORGAINE SANDERS,  
OWNER OF STRANGE LIGHT COFFEE & BOOKS
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Michael Ogden
Senior Health Advisor
Call 304-449-5560 
mogden@bostbene� ts.com
cilellainsurance.com

Michael Cilella
Senior Health Advisor
Call 304-449-5560
mcilella@bostbene� ts.com
cilellainsurance.com

Helping Seniors in WV, PA, MD, OH, IN, FL, NC, SC, GA, MO, AZ, TX

BOST Benefits is not associated with Medicare, Social Security, or any other governmental agency. Medicare has neither 
reviewed or endorsed this information By contacting this number you will be directed to a licensed and certified sales agent.
No obligation. We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans 
we do offer in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

•  Loss of Employer Coverage
•  Free reviews of your current prescription
 plan - call for an appointment
•  No Cost Consultation

•  Understanding Medicare 101
•  Turning 65 
•  Free cost analysis of your current coverage
•  What to do if you are new to Medicare

We can help:

ARE YOU 
TURNING 65?

Since 1999, we have been providing insurance to individuals, families, and businesses in
Morgantown, West Virginia and the surrounding cities. We are pleased to be an independent agency, 

which partners with over a variety of insurance companies. This has allowed us to shop for
our clients and find the best, most affordable policy for them. It’s an easy experience for

people and businesses since we do the work in getting a multitude of quotes!
We can help you find the right plan for your unique situation.

Individual & Group Health • Life Insurance 
Dental • Vision • Diability Insurance

AFFORDABLE MEDICAL PLANS
For Individuals Under 65, Families & Businesses

QUESTIONS?NEED HELP?CALL TODAY!

Specializing in Medicare Solutions

MARION COUNTY

Demolition of once-proud property 
in Fairmont will clear path for  
Beltline revitalization, city says

BY JIM BISSETT
JBissett@DominionPost.com

FAIRMONT — For decades, the Belt-
line industrial district was a key desti-
nation for this Marion County city that 
was never off  the clock.

Factories lined up like LEGOs in the 
district behind 12th street, including 
the Monongah Glass Co., known across 
the nation in the early 1900s for its dec-
orative lamps, goblets and other fine 
glassware.

These days, the former glassmaking 

concern, reinvented decades later as a 
box factory, is casting a new mold for 
the Beltline and the city.

The old building is coming down 
– to open avenues for the city and its 
once-bustling, mixed-use neighbor-
hood.

Literal avenues.
The building is located behind East-

West Stadium, a masonry marvel built 
as a Works Progress Administration 
project and still heavily used by Mari-
on County’s school district for football, 
soccer and lacrosse.

Sports, ideally, will be the linchpin 
for a Beltline renaissance, Fairmont 
City Planner Shae Strait said.

Demolition means automatic expan-
sion for the West Fork Rail-Trail, which 
runs the Beltline where the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad used to go, along 
with the whole stretch of  the district. 

With East-West already being a 
sports destination, additional tennis 
courts and other fields of  play could 
sprout up – which could lead to spinoff  
restaurants and shops, he said.

And the civic playing field is already 

leveled, he said, with the Beltline hav-
ing been on the books for years, for 
mixed-use.

“If  you’re a company or a family 
moving in, what are the first things you 
look at?” he asked.

“Well, you look at the first things 
people always say you look at. You look 
at roads and schools. And housing. You 
look at medical facilities and recre-
ational facilities.”

Fairmont has seen its economic for-
tunes wax and wane over the genera-
tions, as neighboring Clarksburg and 

No longer  
boxed in

“WE CAN’T BRING IT BACK TO WHAT IT WAS, 
BUT WE CAN REINVENT IT. THE POTENTIAL 
IS ALMOST LIMITLESS – IF THE PEOPLE 

WANT IT.”
— TRAVIS BLOSSER,  

FAIRMONT CITY MANAGER

Courtesy of the City of Fairmont

This computer rendering shows what City Manager Travis Blosser envisions the new Beltline Neighborhood to be. 
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(304) 322-2343
530 Hartman Run Road, Morgantown, WV 26505

Come in to one of our locations and see what “almost everything” means!

Let us make
your project
our project!

We rent almost 
everything you will need 

for your event.

Plan Ahead!
Sign up for our e-newsletter for updates about

• Collection Events • Tips on How to Reduce Waste 
Repair  • Reuse • Recycle • Compost 

& More
www.monongaliacountyswa.com 

304-292-3801 • moncountyswa@gmail.com

Morgantown have prospered.
The former Middletown 

Mall, then West Virginia’s 
first enclosed shopping mall, 
opened in 1969 just outside of  
the city. It didn’t take long for 
all those shops that lined Ad-
ams Street to relocate.

Today, that site is known 
as Middletown Commons, as 
reimagined by Morgantown 
developers Richard and Da-
vid Biafora.

I-79 Technology Park, 
just down the road in South 
Fairmont, is home to the re-
gion’s burgeoning high-tech 
industry, and adding to activ-
ity taking place in the outer 
rings of  the city.

Then there’s the Beltline, 
City Manager Travis Blosser 
said.

“We can’t bring it back to 
what it was, but we can rein-
vent it,” the administrator 
said. “The potential is almost 
limitless – if  the people want 
it.”

Shown are two perspectives 
of the Fairmont Box Factory.

Photos courtesy of the City of Fairmont
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